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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, NI 
SUBJECT: RIOTS IN LAGOS 

REF: (A) LAGOS 5368, (B) LAGOS 5066 

1 . SUMMARY: THERE WERE MORE RIOTS ON THE LAGOS MAINLAND FRIDAY 
APRIL 28. TWO EMBASSY VEHICLES WERE DAMAGED AND ONE LOCAL EMPL- 
OYEE DRIVER WAS ROUGHED UP BUT NOT SERIOUSLY INJURED. THE LAGOS 
POLICE COMMAND ISSUED A STATEMENT EVENING OF APRIL 28 SAYING THAT 
THE POLICE COULD NOT CONTINUE THE POLICY OF "UNUSUAL RESTRAINT" 
WHICH IT HAD FOLLOWED. THE GOVERNMENT HAS ISSUED A DETAILED 
REPORT ON STUDENTS' PROBLEMS WHICH ACCUSES STUDENT 
LEADERS AND "THEIR COLLABORATORS" OF CAREFULLY PLANNING A VIOLENT 
UPHEAVAL. WE ASSUME STUDENTS MAY HAVE LOST SYMPATHY WITH ACTIONS 
OF PAST TWO DAYS, BUT IT IS TOO EARLY TO JUDGE WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
NEXT. BECAUSE OF CONDITIONS DISCUSSED IN REF B. SITUATION IS 
PARTICULARLY FERTILE GROUND FOR MORE DISORDER. EMBASSY IS 
CAREFULLY CONTROLLING VEHICLE MOVEMENTS. 

END SUMMARY. 
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2. SECONDARY AND PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS RIOTED IN LAGOS MAIN- 
LAND AFTERNOON OF APRIL 28. VIOLENCE SPREAD THROUGH THE EVENING 
AND PEOPLE OTHER THAN STUDENTS WERE INVOLVED UNTIL SITUATION 
CALMED AFTER MIDNIGHT. ALL MAJOR ARTERIES LEADING OUT OF 
LAGOS WERE BLOCKED. INITIAL VIOLENCE WAS APPARENTLY DIRECTED 
AGAINST FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT (FMG) VEHICLES, BUT SPREAD 
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THROUGH AFTERNOON AND EVENING. INDIVIDUALS CAUGHT IN RIOTS 
TOLD EMBOFFS THAT RIOTERS ATTACKED VEHICLES INDISCRIMINATELY ( 
SMASHING WINDOWS. BEATING DRIVERS. WRITING ON CARS AND CHANTING, 
ALI MUST GO." TOW EMBASSY CARS WERE DAMAGED ON RUNS TO AIPORT. 
ONE LOCAL EMPLOYEE DRIVER WAS PULLED FROM VEHICLE, ROUGHED UP, 
BUT NOT SERIOUSLY INJURED. THE AMERICANS WITH HIM WERE ABLE 
TO REMAIN IN VEHICLE AND ESCAPED INJURY. OCCUPANTS OF ONE 
VEHICLE WHO TOOK REFUGE IN SMALL HOTEL NEAR AIPORT AND RE- 
TURNED TO EMBASSY EARLY SATUDDAY MORNING REPORT SITUATION 
QUIET, BUT VEHICLES STILL BURNING. EMBOFFS SAW SEVERAL BODIES AND 
DEBRIS ALONG ROADS SATURDAY MORNING. TRAFFIC WAS LIGHT AND SIT- 
UATION APPEARED CALM. 

3. USIS DRIVER WHO HAD SOUGHT REFUGE IN POLICE STATION 
DURING AFTERNOON APRIL 28 REPORTED THAT POLICE DID NOT LEAVE 
COMPOUND DURING NEARBY RAMPAGE AND TOLD HIM THEY WERE UNDER 
ORDERS NOT TO DO SO. POLICE SPOKESMAN APPEARED AT END OF TELE- 
VISION NETWORK NEWS EVENING APRIL 28 AND ANNOUNCED THAT POLICE 
HAD FOLLOWEDPOLICY OF "UNUSUAL RESTRAINT," BUT THAT IN VIEW OF 
ATTACKS AND VIOLENCE IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO CONTINUE THIS 
POLICY. 

4. FMG ISSUED LENGTHY REPORT ON STUDENT CRISIS AFTERNOON OF 
FRIDAY. APRIL 28 WHICH WAS CARRIED IN ALL MAJOR MEDIA. REPORT 
REVIEWS POLICY OF RESTRAINT AND DIALOGUE WHICH FMG HAS FOLLOWED 
IN DEALING WITH ALL ELEMENTS OF SOCIETY. IT GOES ON TO SAY, 
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"STUDENTS FORGOT THEIR SITUATION IN LIFE AND BECAME TOTALLY 
LACKING IN HUMILITY IN DEALING WITH OTHER PEOPLE REASONABLY. THE 
UNFORTUNATE EFFECT OF THIS ATTITUDE IS TO UNDERMINE AUTHORITY..." 
REPORT CITES FMG CONTACTS WITH STUDENTS SINCE MARCH AND THE 
HEAVY SUBSIDIES PROVIDED BY GOVERNMENT TO "MINIMIZE HARDSHIPS 
AND TO LESSEN THE BURDEN OF EDUCATION ON PARENTS." IT REVIEWS 
IN DETAIL THE EVENTS AT EACH UNIVERSITY CAMPUS OVER THE LAST 
TWO WEEKS. REPORT THEN CHARGES THAT. "ALL ALON, THE STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP AND THEIR COLLABORATORS HAVE CAREFULLY PLANNED A 
STRATEGY OF VIOLENT UPHEAVAL TO SECURE NOT ONLY MAXIMUM ADVA- 
NTAGE TO THEIR CAUSE BUT ALSO TO CREATE THE NECESSARY ATMOSPHERE 
TO ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THEIR UNDERTAING WHICH WAS TO DISTURB 
THE NORMAL LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY... AND THEREBY SPREAD FEAR 
AND PANIC AND INSECURITY . . . .THEY BELIEVED THAT IF STUDENTS N 
EUROPE COULD BRING ABOUT A COLLAPSE OF GOVERNMENT, SO 
COULD THEY, AND THEY SAW NOTHING IN THE WAY OF THEIR GOAL." 

5. IN 

REFERENCE TO THE "COLLABORATORS", THE REPORT NOTES THAT 
THE FMG IS COMMITTED TO RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE AND SAID. "SOME 
UNPATRIOTIC AND HOSTILE 
INTERESTS ARE OPPOSED TO THE SMOOTH 
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TRANSITION OF GOVERNMENT BY THE STATED TIME.. ..THERE IS EVERY 
EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE OPPOSED TO 
OCTOBER 1979, A DATE UPON WHICH THEY LOOK WITH APPREHENSION AND 
TREPIDATION. THEREARE THOSE ON THE ONE HAND WHO WOULD LIKE 
OCTOBER 1979 TO MANIFEST ITSELF NOW. ON THE OTHER HAND. 

THERE ARE OTHERS WHO FEEL THEIR FORTUNES MIGHT NOT HOLD IN THE 
ENSUING COMPETITION TO 
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LEADERSHIP AND THE CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE NEXT 
REPUBLIC. BOTH GROUPS HAVE VESTED INTEREST IN MARRING 
AND OPPOSING FOR DIFFERENT REASONS THE SMOOTH COURSE 
OF EVENTS DESIGNED TO LEAD TO OCTOBER 1979." 

6. REPORT GOES ON TO ACCUSE THE NATIONAL UNION OF NIGERIAN 
STUDENTS (NUNS) OF DECIDING IN EARLY APRIL TO"MOUNT MASSIVE 
AND VIOLENT DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST GOVERNMENT IN THE 
BELIEF THAT THE STUDENTS CAUSE COULD NOT FAIL AND THAT 
THEY WERE BOUND TO ATTRACT A LOT OF OTHER GROUPS WHO 
WERE EXPECTED TO BE DISSATISFIED WITH MANY MEASURES.. .." 
REPORT ALSO NOTES THAT MANY STUDENTS DID NOT SUPPORT NUNS. 

7. REPORT CONCLUDES THAT "AT THIS MOMENT THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT ONLY INTENDS TO MAKE THE FACTS KNOWN TO THE 
PUBLIC.” IT ALSO EXPRESSED REGRET AT THE LOSS OF LIVES 

AND STATED THERE WOULD BE A CORONERS’ INQUEST IN 
THE CASE OF DEATHS. 
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8. COMMENT: FROM VARIOUS REPORTS IT IS CLEAR THAT MANY 
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ELEMENTS OTHER THAN STUDENTS JOINED VIOLENCE OF LAST NIGHT. 

ONE EXPATRIATE WHO HAS LIVED IN NIGERIA 22 YEARS AND WAS 
CAUGHT IN SITUATION YESTERDAY AFTERNOON COMMENTED IT WAS 
WORST URBAN VIOLENCE SHE HAD SEEN SINCE THE CRISIS OF THE 
EARLY SIXTIES. ALTHOUGH INITIALLY ANTI- ALI, ANTI-GOVERNMENT, 

IT BECAME INDISCRIMINATE. FROM VARIOUS REPORTS, EXPATRIATES 
CAUGHT IN SITUATION DID NOT HAVE SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND 
VIOLENCE WAS NOT ANTI- WHITE. AS WE REPORTED YESTERDAY, 

STUDENTS HAD LOST SOME SYMPATHY AND WE WOULD ASSUME EVENTS 
OF LAST NIGHT WOULD FURTHER DISHEARTEN POTENTIAL SUPPORT. 

AT SAME TIME WE NOTE APPARENTLY CONSCIOUS DECISION OF 
POLICE NOT TO INTERVENE OVER PAST TWO DAYS. ONLY POLICE 
ACTION PRIOR TO LAST NIGHT WAS YESTERDAY AFTERNOON WHEN 
THEY REPORTEDLY TURNED BACK DEMONSTRATORS ON MAINLAND 
NEAR NATIONAL STADIUM WHO WANTED TO MARCH ON DODAN BARRACKS. 
GOVERNMENT MAY WELL HAVE DECIDED TO ALLOW VIOLENCE TO 
SPREAD AWAY FROM CAMPUSES IN ORDER TO PROVIDE JUSTIFICATION 
FOR STRONG POLICE ACTION. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF CONDITIONS 
DISCUSSED IN REF B SITUATION IS PARTICULARLY FERTILE GROUND 
FOR MORE DISORDER. 

9. EMBASSY IS CAREFULLY CONTROLLING VEHICLE MOVEMENTS THIS 
WEEKEND. 

WYMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CIVIL DISORDERS, STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 29 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LAGOS05400 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 84-0030 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978042/aaaaabde.tel 

Line Count: 202 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7275bca7-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LAGOS 5368, 78 LAGOS 5066 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2856514 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: RIOTS IN LAGOS 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, Nl 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7275bca7-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



